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A multifaceted study of the family and "mobility" in ancient China: for a
breakthrough in the static view of the family.

SUZUKI, Naomi
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This study clarified the nature of families and households in ancient

Chinese society and the spatial and social mobility of their members, confirming the high degree of
social mobility in ancient society through the reconstruction and deciphering of the resident
registers and various account books and documents in bamboo and wooden slips . Specifically, we
found that from Qin to Han there were a certain number of people who moved between households
through apprenticeship, that apprentices were treated as pseudo-family members, and that underage
males served as lower-ranking officials in local government, and that the apprenticeship or
appointment of minors was an occasion for social status change. In addition, it was difficult for
men and women in the Three Kingdoms Wu to stay married for long periods of time, and households were
often reorganized through remarriages due to bereavement or other reasons, and women often moved
from one household to another.
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