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The Administrative Litigation seen from the the Shuntian Prefectural Archives in
the Qing Dynasty-Comparison with the Baxian Archives
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Using primary materials from the Shuntian Prefectural Archives and focusing
on local administration in North China in a comparative light, this research project explores the
autocratic rule of early modern China. It considers rulers’ expectations of the people, and the
people’ s expectations of their rulers. The project’ s overarching objective is a reconsideration of

state governance in early modern and modern China.
Using the perspective of “ administrative litigation,” |1 have shed light on the actual operation of
local administration and the role of organizations such as the Harvest Association. Further,
through an analysis of popular demands and authorities’ responses as seen in the administrative
litigation related to the operation of the Harvest Association, the project has some much to clarify
the penetration of state power into the lower levels of society and, at the same time, common
people’ s active efforts to exploit state power.
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