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Mountain Region Preservation/Restoration and Dairy Cooperatives in 19th Century
Southern France: Conflict and Harmony between Public and Private Interests
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In this study, | analyze the conflict related to afforestation in the
denuded mountain region of Hautes-Alpes Prefecture in Southern France in the 19th century. | assess
public interest in flood control through afforestation and private interest in maintaining local
residents’ pasturage. To balance public and private interests, the French government of the time
tried to revitalize mountain villages by disseminating dairy cooperatives. This study illuminates
the result of this effort by showing that while villages located in economically privileged areas
saw a certain degree of development in dairy cooperatives, villages in areas with advanced nudity,
which urgently required afforestation, failed to develop dairy cooperatives because of their poor
economic conditions; conversely, the effort caused these villages’ further decline.
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