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Colonial Cover-up: Britain®s Destruction of Sensitive Records Worldwide
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The twentieth century was a period of imperial decline and national

liberation, during which the Japanese and European empires retreated from around the world as dozens
of their former colonies gained independence. Amid the decolonization processes, the aforementioned
imperial powers are believed to have concealed many of the records of their unsavory past. While it
is difficult to acquire a clear picture of how these acts of obfuscation took place, new
information about the history of the British Empire is beginning to emerge. Drawing on
newly-discovered sources, this research project examines how, throughout its colonies, the British
Empire concealed and destroyed sensitive documents in the mid to late twentieth century, with a

particular emphasis on the early stages of this process.
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