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An anthropological study of the revitalized gift economy
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From the first half of the 20th century to the present day, the

consideration of gifts as a response to disasters has provided a deeper understanding of the role of
public gift-giving in Japanese society. Japan’ s gift economy has recently been revitalized through
various channels, including the activities of women’ s associations, the Japanese Junior Red Cross,
and modern handmade reconstruction products, as a mechanism of disaster relief. Individual personal
relationships may develop as a result of these public gifts, depending on whether the donors
maintain their anonymity. New human relationships may thus be established as a result of the
opportunities offered by disaster relief measures.
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