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Reorganization and realignment of spirit mediumship and spirit possession in

21st century Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand would be considered as one of typical examples of
popular culture exerting "creativity." The creativity of religious practices, which keeps up with
social changes and opens up space and time in its own way, can be regarded as one of the most
important notions in anthropology of religion today. Given that the recent resurgence,
efflorescence, reorganization and realignment of rituals in the region have been developed
performatively through alternative practices not directly related to paradigms of modernization and
globalization, they can be regarded as strategies for relativizing and appropriating marginality of
local societies face to face with the contemporary world.
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