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A cultural anthropological study on the change of the view of "pollution” by the
introduction of sanitary products
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The purpose of this study was to clarify, from a_cultural anthropological
perspective, the change of the view of “ pollution” through the introduction of objects.

Specifically, in Papua New Guinea, where basic data on coping with menstruation were lacking, |
clarified transition of objects used to cope with menstruation and collected data on how women spent

their menstrual periods, practiced taboo, and shared knowledge about menstruation according to this
transition.

By analyzing these materials, | found that the “ pollution” surrounding menstruation are
changing from a socially shared “ pollution” , which is a plague to the members of the society, to a

ersonal and physically dirty one. The study also revealed that there is a change in the sharing of
nowledge and the quality of knowledge surrounding menstruation.
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