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This project focused on cause lawyering and judicial policymaking in Japan
and the U.S., engaging in case studies especially of the ongoing litigation demanding the right to
marry in Japan. Through extensive research including interviews with lawyers involved in such
litigation, this study provided an update on lines of research on this theme, on questions such as
how and for what purpose such litigation is brought forth, the effects that the process and outcome
of such litigation may have on different actors, how litigation is connected (or detached) from the
larger community and movements, and how courts and judges respond to such litigation.

The outcome of this research has been presented to academic conferences both inside and outside
Japan, in academic journals both in Japanese and English, as well as at other venues such as
symposiums and public lectures.
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