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A Socio-legal analysis of the actual conditions of residence of homeless and
low-income people and measures to improve them
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual conditions of residence
of homeless persons and low-income people in Japan and to examine effective measures to improve
their residence. The results of the study revealed that most homeless people live on the streets or
in civic parks and move from one place of residence to another, which depends on the method of
exclusion by the local government. Methods of homeless exclusion included direct exclusion, such as
administrative subrogation, as well as indirect exclusion, such as rejection of resident
registration applications, installation of obstructive structures, and nighttime locking of parks.
In addition, homeless people often returned to living on the streets even if they received public
assistance. Possible solutions include the adoption of legal hermeneutics that would recognize
domicile inside public facilities, restrictions on the installation of obstructive structures, and
the provision of housing that would ensure privacy.
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