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This study analyzes the oEeration of regional arbitration in 19th-century
Germany from the surviving arbitration record books. Originally, it focused on municipal arbitration

in late 19th-century Germany, because they were the only source which were known at the start of
the research. A statistical and content analysis of the record books should show how the ADR at the
time was used by the residents. The purpose of this project is to measure whether the needs of the
users of arbitration were met, and to contribute to the later study of comparative legal history.
The later research revealed a large number of municipal arbitration records - over 11,700 cases only
for the period of 1848-1879 - in the Hessian State Archive Marburg. The record books at the
Nieder-Wildungen Court of Justice in the Margrave of Waldeck have been chosen as sample data to
analyze the trends in the number of claims, the nature of the dispute, the settlement rate, and the
social attributes of the parties.
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2016 19

Potsdam Gotha Marburg
1848 1879 1 (1862-) 1 (1868-) 10 (1848-)
2,500
1880 1900 7 6 35
2,700 5,500
Wiesbaden3 , Hamburg3 (1880-89), Aurichl (1880-96), Langgéns 2 (1879-95)
2019 19
Potsdam Gotha Marburg
1834 1879 6 (1834-) 3(1868-) 22 (1848-)
2,000 800 11,700
1880 1900 7 8 75
2,700 900 8,800
Nieder-Wildungen(NW) 1848
1905 30 3
200 350 1880 75
1860
2
NW 1875
7 1880 32% 36
10 60 1865 40
30 85
1875
NW
1880 1879
NW 1850 202 1855 238 1865 189
1875 305 1880 75
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Peter Collin, Vom Richten zum Schlichten — juristische Entscheidungssysteme im
Umbruch. AuBergerichtliche Konfliktlosung im spaten 19. und frithen 20. Jahrhundert,
Berlin 2016.
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