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This research aims to examine the idea of democratic authority by askin?
whether democratic decisions have legitimate authority to "democratic outsiders"™ who are not allowed
to participate in democratic decision-making procedures, such as aliens, minors, and prisoners.
First, this research examines Joseph Raz"s account of authority and major objections to it, and then
shows that the justification of authority is based on the idea of the rationalization of actions
and that the significance of authority lies in the specialization of general aims. Second, this
research shows that democratic decisions may have legitimate authority because they have cognitive
value rather than procedural value, and therefore they may have legitimate authority to those who
have not participated in decision-making processes.
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