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Ban on religious veils and abstractionisation of "public order™ in France
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In France, the concept of “ public order” as a norm for justifying a
restriction of liberty was abstracted after the legislation of ban on burga. According to the
decision of the European Court of Human Rights, it is only the concept of “ living together” that
can justify a general interdiction of burga or nigab. For living together, it is necessary to
respect the minimum norm required in social life, or a duty of showing one’ s face in public and it
is the abstract public order.

At the same time, the traditional concept of concrete public order is still confirmed in case of ban
on burkini. The french highest administrative court suspended the ban on burkini because a wearing

the burkini as swimsuit has no clear danger to public safety and sanitation as elements of concrete
public order. Both two sides of public order continue to have an impact on politic of religious

wearing.
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