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This study attempted to clarify the significance of the distinction between
cities and towns/villages in Japan®s local government system by examining the requirements and
effects of cities.

The main findings of this study are as follows. First, the most important requirement for a city
under the current Local Autonomy Law is a population of 50,000 or more, which is a high hurdle in
terms of the actual application of the city requirement provisions. Second, in many cases, towns and
villages can have the same authority as a city if they wish, so the distinction between city and
town/village is not significant in terms of the expansion of authority that is the effect of being a

city.
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