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The research focuses on the obligation of States to investigate and
prosecute serious crimes and gross human rights violations. For States Parties to the Statute of the
International Criminal Court these obligations specifically include to investigate and prosecute
crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. Equally, in recent years there has also
been a recognition that States Parties to regional human rights treaties are subject to an
obligation to investigate and prosecute violations of the right to life, liberty of the body and

norms against torture. In other words, States are subject to obligations governed both by
international criminal law and international human rights law.

At a time of a global trend of rising respect for the human rights of victims through judicial

redress, the present research considers how these two bodies of law act synergistically in the
international legal system.
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