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(1) In France, which has had more than 36,000 communes (municipalities), the
government has not succeeded in promoting the merger, and the number of commune has remained
unchanged for many years. On the other hand, various commune cooperative organizations have been
functioning. In the 2010s, the fiscal crisis and the pressure from the EU to reduce the budget
deficit became stronger, and while the Presidents Sarkozy and Holland proceeded with the reform of
the local system, the regrouping of local governments including mergers has progressed to some
extent.
(2) Although decentralization has been promoted in France, local governments are forces to compete
under the constrained environment that central government has defined "from a distance™ under the
national reform based on the idea of NPM and some local administrative and financial reforms since
the 2000s. The new form of vertical central-local relationship has reappeared.
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