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Reconstructing a theory of "the political™: Political theory as a critical
activity
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The concept of "the political,” as distinguished from a more conventional
notion of "politics,” was once frequently discussed in political theory. However, the attention to
the concept of "the political” has been decreasing since the 2000s. Is the concept of "the
political™ no longer useful in political theory? This study attempted to reveal the relevance and
importance of political theory of "the political.”" In so doing, this study re-examined the works of
political theory on "the political” and compare them with other approaches in political theory
(philosophy). As a result, this study revealed two points. First, "the political” remains a useful
concept in finding and elucidating the dynamism in and around politics. Second, political theory of

"the political™ needs to address the legitimacy of their own theoretical activities.
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