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A theoretical and empirical comparison between Japan and ltaly of populist

leaders and political parties emerging in central and local governments after the end of the Cold
War found that the phenomenon is not to be dismissed as a mere threat to democracy, but has an
aspect as a stimulus for democracy through criticism of existing political parties and established
democratic systems.

Another focus of argument in the present study is if a populist party whenin government is able to

demonstrate governance. The radical and movement-oriented aspect of populism and governance
capacity indeed contradict each other, but we have seen success at a certain level, based on which
the author argues that populism deserves to be addressed squarely as a modern political phenomenon.
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