©
2017 2020
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The present study investigates rifts in civil society, and the
reinvigoration of its activities through comparative analysis of examples from real civil society in

Germany and Japan. In doing so, it reveals the intimate relationship of the reinvigoration of civil

society with efforts by governments to further democracy.

In the German case, this study considers the legal codification of rules concerning hate speech,
citizenship education and civic engagement, which it scrutinizes as examples for the growing
importance of civil society. In the Japanese case, this paper considers the implementation of
citizen vote in Okinawa, ordinance concerning hate speech iIn Kawasaki city, the cooperation of
electric power organizations funded by citizens and their respective counterparts funded bg local
governments, and the reformation of municipal legislative assemblies, confirming the link between a
strong civil society and the revitalization of democracy at the local level.
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