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This study examines the characteristics of electoral management body (EMB)
and the relationship between the independence of EMB and democratization in Taiwan. International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) categorizes EMB design into three models;
independent, governmental and mixed. Generally, the Central Election Commission (CEC), the EMB in
Taiwan, has been considered as a case of the independent model, but this study shows that it is
appropriate to think of the CEC as the mixed one. Though the CEC was established in 1980, it
maintained had a solid relationship with the Ministry of Interior, and the Minister of Interior also
served as the Chairperson of the CEC, which undermined its independence. In 2009, the Organic Law
of the Central Election Commission was enacted and promulgated, defining the CEC as an independent
authority. We can know that an independent electoral authority has been established during the

consolidation of democracy in Taiwan.
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