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This research project examines how constructive policy formations are
possible among three different levels of government, namely the federal, state and local
governments, regarding the policies toward immigrants. Under the federal system, federal government
I1s in charge of the border control, while state and local governments, working along with civil
society actors, are responsible for protecting the rights of people living under their jurisdiction,

despite their immigration status. This project conducted the case studies of states and local
governments, as well as their coalitions, which carry out liberal policies toward immigrant
residents. Tying up with the ethnic organizations and civil society organizations working on legal
or welfare assistance, these liberal polities have successfully multiplied their power in their
relationship with the federal government. Analysis of conservative states restricting liberal local
governments remains as future target of case studies.
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