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The aim of this research is to investigate the historical evolution of the
meanings of "paternalism” or "utilitarianism” and their relationship with the development of
economic thought. The study focused on primary sources from major British economists who contributed

to the development of economics from the late 18th century to the early 20th century, as well as
actual examples of the usages of the words in digital archives. As a result, it was found that
particularly from the late 19th century to the early 20th century, while paternalism took on a
negative connotation, economists positively used the idea of utility in theoretical development,
which was published and presented in papers and research presentations.
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