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This project explores from the perspective of Urban Governance the changing
schemes of the unemployment relief, in order to clarify the conditions of the German city during the

Great Depression. Urban governance is defined here as a social order of urban space created by the
interactions of various actors inside and outside of the city. The project analyses, on the one
hand, the conflict between the central government and the Association of German Cities accelerated
by the governmental ordinance issued in July 1932, which collapsed institutionally the unemployment
insurance, and, on the other hand, the municipal policy for creating the employment through focusing
on the case of Hamburg. The analysis leads us to conclude that the municipality considered it as
its essential social task to relief the Wohlfahrtserwerbslose (the unemployed on the municipal

welfare support) who were racial-hygienically labeled as "inferior" and discriminated against by the
ability and willingness to work.
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