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Yamamoto, Chiaki

3,100,000

Using criminal records showing prisoners’ reading and writing skills,
this study examines changes in literacy during the British Industrial Revolution. The data are from
Quarter Sessions records in Staffordshire and Bedfordshire. While Staffordshire is characterised by
its coal, metal processing, and pottery industries, Bedfordshire had no particular industry other
than traditional straw plaiting and lace making, in which women were employed under the putting-out
system.

In general, the possibility of acquiring and improving literacy declined throughout the
Industrial Revolution period, but the reading skill acquisition is likely to have i1mproved during
this period. While Staffordshire men are more likely to acquire reading skills than Bedfordshire
men, Bedfordshire women are more likely to acquire reading skills than their counterparts in
Staffordshire.



1980

1750-1850
Crafts and Harley, 1992
Broadberry et al., 2015 Shaw-Taylor and
Wrigley, 2014 GDP
1750
590 1850 1700 3
GDP
TFP
20 25
24
20
1700 42% 1750
60% 1810 60%
18 Cressy, 1980
18 20
borough
Calendars of Prisoners
B 2007-10
19730244
N R. Imp. R. W. Imp.

Calendars of Prisoners
Register of Prisoners in the County Gaol and House of
Correction 19



12,683 10,292

7,195 6,631 664
>
>
>
1851 4

18

2,391
19,878

1841



61

2018

69 75

DOl
https://doi.org/10.15062/kyouikushigaku.61.0_69

266

2018

108 110

DOl

70(2)

1 2017

2019

168 171

DOl

248

2017

2020

48 50

DOl




5 2 1

Chiaki YAMAMOTO

Male Breadwinner Households and Time Use of Women in England

the 18th World Economic History Congress

2018

2017

61

2017

2019




Chiaki Yamamoto

Literacy during the Industrial Revolution: a comparative study of Bedfordshire and Staffordshire

Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure Seminar, the University of Cambridge

2019

2020

358




