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History of East German Industry -a case study of optics and precision mechanics
industry as a regional economic tie between Saxony and Thuringia
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i ) The purpose of this study was to analyze the history of the rise and fall of
the optical instrument industry in Saxony and Thuringia back to the 19th century.

As a result, it was found that first, the camera industry established in Dresden in the 19th century
caught up with the technology of Great Britain and France by the early 20th century. This was
related to the advanced optical technology of Carl Zeiss Jena(Thuringia) and the high level of
craftsmanship in Dresden(Saxony). Second, there were several rounds of corporate concentration in
the early 20th century to enhance international competitiveness. Third, it was found that this
international competitiveness gradually declined after the East-West division after World War 11,

but that its human and technological potential contributed to the reconstruction of the optical
instrument industry after German reunification.



b)

a)

19

1990

19

20



b)

c)

d)

1 2017
a)

19

2)

b) 2017

(2) 2018
a)

1880 90

2017 8 9

NF

29

1840
40

1) 3

19

1880

30

2000

19

19



19
b)
I1CA
(3) 2019 31
a) 6
b)
EU
19
c) 2020 3
(4) 2020 2
2019
a)
20
b)
2

1950

4 1909
ICA 3 1925/26 28
150
2019
2022 4
2020 2 2022
2020 22
2017
2

1950

2020

20

19

2019

2020 22



2020

20

ICA

21

ICA

22

EU

1909
1925/26

20

28 2

19

1880 20

2019



46

2021

2022

198-205

DOl

31

1950

2019

97-122

DOl

30

2018

63-92

DOl

2017




33 60
2018
2018
2021
2021
2020

2021




2022

2019

2019

394




