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This study is summarized in Yoneyama (2019),which empirically criticizes
Epstein’ s influential theory on early modern English guilds.The theory is based on the fact that,
unlike in London, the number of guild members in provincial towns such as Exeter has increased even
after the latter half of the 17th century. The theory argues that the monopoly of guilds was the
basis for guaranteeing technology transfer through apprenticeship even after the 18th century. This
study focuses on the town of Exeter and confirms that the number of guild members continued to
increase certainly , while, at the same time, howing that the business monopoly of the guild (the
percentage of woolen clothworkers who joined the guild in the town) receded. The number of
apprentices in the guild increased due to the subsidization of apprentices®™ premiums (introductory
fees) and the financial support for apprentices® independence, indicating that the contracts
themselves were self-enforcing
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