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After the Russian Socialist Revolution in 1917, the Bolshevik government
introduced the national compulsory fire, livestock and crop insurance to protect peasant economy. At
the same time, the number of fires, the number of livestock deaths and the disaster area of crops
increased rapidly. The background was the active insurance policy of the Bolshevik government, and
most disasters were due to economic reasons. The number of disasters have remained in high level not
only during the NEP period but also during the collectivization period, until just before World War
11, and during the postwar reconstruction period. Peasants have found in the national insurances a
remedy to get out of financial hardship. On the other hand, the national insurances did not fall
into the red and had maintained a large surplus at all times, and were an important source of the
Bolshevik government®s finances.
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