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The output of research is the form of publication and research presentation
in the International Conference. In 2018, Dr Choy and 1 published an article from Economic History
of Developing Regions entitled "Staple Trade, Real Wages, and Living Standards in Singapore,
1870-1939" This study found that Singapore appears to have enjoyed a relatively higher average
living standard before 1900, and possibly by the late 1930s. In the research presentation, | made a
presentation at Asian Historical Economic Conference in 2018. 1 provided the new welfare ratio when
including opium in the subsistence basket of consumption in the colony of Singapore.
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Staple Trade, Real Wages, and Living Standards in Singapore, 1870-1939
ECONOMIC HISTORY OF DEVELOPING REGIONS SCOPUS

Abstract
This paper examines the impact of Singapore's rise as a staple port on the city's real wages and living
standards during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, when this British colony acted as the
heartland to surrounding hinterlands. Based on an analysis of newly reconstructed nominal wage and
price time series, it is shown that real wages in Singapore fluctuated substantially over this period, rising
and falling with the port's staple trade in tin and rubber. Asthe city transformed itself into a commercial
and financial hub during the interwar period, however, Singapore's real wages rose, though this was
accompanied by a widening skill premium. Compared to its peersin Asia, the city appears to have
enjoyed arelatively higher average living standard before 1900, and possibly by the late 1930s as well.
DO https://doi.org/10.1080/20780389.2018.1430512
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