©
2017 2021
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We examined four aspects of the business-like conversion of the Japan®s
civic sector: legal person status, subsidy structure, discourse, and civil society organizations. As
for the legal person status, we observed a shift from non-profit organizations to a type of
corporation with greater freedom of economic activity. In terms of the grant structure, it was
suggested that the content of CSR may be approaching the capital market, and that an audit culture
may be permeating the criteria for grants. At the level of discourse, the term "NPO" tended to move
away from political semantics and toward economic semantics. At the level of civil society
organization structure, the 2006 and 2019 survey data observed a certain degree of becoming "
business-like". Dependence on business income led to a loss of political autonomy, but there were no
negative effects of economic activity on organizations® mission.
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