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This study considered various discussions and practices regarding "right
to life" in modern Japan from the perspective that can critically view the welfare state as an order
of joint governance by "state" and "society." The main periods covered in this study were the rice
riots of the Taisho period, the Great Kanto Earthquake, and the turbulent period immediately after
the defeat of World War I1. These were the periods in Japan®s modern history when the function and
legitimacy of the "state"™ were greatly shaken. In the context of the welfare state as a complex
composed of various subjects, this study depicted the conflict of various "right to life."
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