©
2017 2019

The Effects of Changes in Accessibility for Long-term Care Services on the
Disparities among the eligible of Long-term Care Insurance
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We investigate the effects of the accessibility of long-term care (LTC)
services for public LTC eligibility on the utilization of LTC services. Focusing on the copayment
rate and geographical distribution of the LTC facilities, we evaluate the accessibility of LTC
service and 1ts consequence.

First, we estimated the price elasticity of LTC demand as a measure of accessibility for LTC
services using monthly LTC insurance claims and vital statistics. We found that a 10%-point decrease
in copayment rate would increase the monthly cost by 10.2 thousand yen and the price elasticity is

found to be about -0.1.

We then assessed the geographical accessibility using information on the location of LTC service
facilities. Notwithstanding the difficulty in obtaining consistent results to be interpreted, we
were successful in accumulating information on how to construct the geographical database and
identified problems for future research.
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