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mind ﬁerception toward the corpse: examination of the mental mechanism of
attachment and respect toward the dead
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Many Japanese have negative attitudes toward the destruction of their loved
one"s remains through autopsy or organ donation. To clarify the actual situation and determinants
of this attitude, we conducted literature reviews, semi-structured interviews with bereaved family
members, scenario experiments, and social surveys of people who had experienced bereavement.

The results revealed that: (1) that forensic autopsies performed against the will of the deceased
and the bereaved cause strong feelings of remorse, regret, and grief among the bereaved and are a
cause of long-term, persistent secondary victimization; (2) that the bereaved"s belief that the soul

of the deceased exists and watches over and supports them is a factor in their attitudes toward
preserving the body of the deceased.
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