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An empirical study on sensitivity to social influence in intergroup conflict
situations
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Cultural group selection theory (Boyd & Richerson, 2005) argues that
conformity to majority tendencies increase cooperation rates in social dilemma situations, and this
theory is supported by simulations (Yokota & Nakanishi, 2012). However, subsequent simulations
showed that in intergroup conflict situations, there is an adaptive basis not only for majority
concurrence but also for minority concurrence, which leads to an overall decline in cooperation
rates (Nakanishi & Yokota, 2015). This means that given the diversity of social influences, the
scope of application of cultural group selection theory is limited. Based on the these findings,
this study examined the ecological validity of a model of diverse social influences in intergroup

conflict situations.
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