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The purpose of this study is to investigate teachers™ professional
development in the cases of Japanese and American "school as caring community," where teachers
support underserved and underperformed students. The result of the

study revealed that teachers in the study schools developed the following professional expertise
through “ jugyou kenkyu / lesson study” focusing on learning and caring: 1) Teachers expanded on
the concept of "caring” to emphasize the importance of care iIn not only students’ living and
relationship building, but academic learning. 2) Teachers recognized the importance of "social
jJustice" in promoting quality and equity in learning and caring for students. 3) Teachers developed
“ teacher agency” to resist neoliberal educational reforms.

The results of this study have important implications for the development of "school as caring
community” as well as for teacher education research.
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