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In this study, we tried to redraw the relationships between various key
actors in the formative stage of post-war education from a Social history perspective. Based on a
special agreement, we utilized and analysed historical materials from JTU collection. Notably,
focusing on the National Conference on Educational Research in the 1950s (hereafter, “ National
Conference” ), We examined the relationship it had with intellectuals and private education
movements. This study clarified that the National Conference played a different role from the
conventional evaluation of “ enlightenment from the higher-ups” for teachers and staff. Instead of
the problems framed by the union executive and team of lecturers from intellectuals, the National
Conference then focused on educational research that reflected the individual union members
everyday concerns and issues.
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