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For an alternative historiography, questioning previous stereotyped accounts
of a binary opposition between the Old or the New education, | focused on key ideas of pedagogy for
women and girls: ideas for women and children proposed in lectures that E. Hughes delivered in

Japan; the dramatic method developed by Finlay-Johnson; and finally positioning their new ideas and
methods in the framework of new social and cultural viewpoints of gender embedded in concepts of the
transnational and transcultural experienced by Tetsu Yasui.
Their ideas about education focusing on the individual child, and enjoyment of learning through
dramatic method for all subjects, were radical, nevertheless lacked any critique of a gendered and
classed society. From a modern perspective, a weak point in their ideas appears to be a lack of
teaching about awareness of women’ s rights or a critical stance to traditional gender bias in
acceptance of women’ s primarily domestic role as wives and mother.
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