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This project examined the “ high-stakes teacher evaluation” model in the
United States and an initial impact of the new version of the Elementary and Secondary School Act,
titled the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), on that model. Although the ESSA was seemed to give
states more authority to design their own education system, in terms of the teacher evaluation
system, the law still contained schemes directed by the centralized system under the Obama
Administration. Because of those ambivalent characteristics of the ESSA, this project conducted a
case study of the new teacher evaluation system in New York City. Reviewing the basic framework of
the city’ s system, the retreat of state standardized tests and more discretion of principals on
classroom observation and selection of measurement for student performance could be found.
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