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A comparative study of second language literacy education for migrants and
refugees in U.S., Japan and Korea based on Paulo Freire®s critical theory
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According to UNHCR"s Global Trends 2023, the number of people forced to

migrate due to war, conflict, persecution, human rights violations, and violence exceeded 100
million at the end of 2022. Along with the resolution of intolerance and political Issue related to
the ever-increasing number of migrants and refugees worldwide, there is a demand to guarantee
literacy education as a second language and basic adult education that supports the proactive social
participation of migrants. This study examines the challenges and possibilities for the spread of
second language literacy education through a comparative analysis of practices and teaching
materials iIn the U.S., Japan, and Korea that apply Paulo Freire®s literacy theory to second language

literacy education for migrants. It was found that language acquisition is promoted when migrants
themselves recognize social issues and act in solidarity.
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