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The purpose of this study was to identify the teacher®s role in building
learning relationships in which children interact with each other in collaborative learning
activities. As a result, first, we analyzed children®s relationships with each other in pairs and
groups to reveal in more detail the pluralistic and multilayered patterns of the participation
structure in collaborative learning. Second, we analyzed the process by which teachers transform the

participation structures in their classrooms into structures composed by a pluralistic and
multilayered conversational floor. Third, we viewed the directionality indicated by the
transformation of these participation structures as the creation of a democratic public sphere and
suggested that the pluralistic and multilayered conversation floor has the characteristics of both
the intimate sphere and the public sphere.
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