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In Japan, English has been introduced as a subject in elementary schools
since FY 2020. This study aims to examine the challenges and future prospects of English education
by comparing the educational status and implementation systems of Asian countries that introduced
English education earlier. The target countries are Malaysia, where English is taught as a second
language; Thailand, where English is taught as a foreign language; and Indonesia, where both
Indonesian (the lingua franca) and English are taught simultaneously.

The results of this study show that English language education faces many challenges in each
country. The study emphasizes the need for each country to create favorable conditions for English
language education. It also emphasizes the importance of determining the appropriate timing and
curriculum based on teachers® language skills and the language use situation, rather than blindly
imitating other countries® approaches.
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