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Building effective preschool- family partnership in the Netherlands
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Polder Mentality

The Netherlands is known as one of the happiest countries for children among
developed countries, esp.
about its high grade of children®s mental happiness, at the same time known as freedom of education,
especially the right of parental school choice for their own children and the need for parental
consent for school rules. With the rapid expansion of childcare policies linked to the market
economy since the latter half of the 1990s, they have complied with educational policies, programs
and contents of childcare emphasizes child-centered and procedures to set measures reflect the
opinions of parents® associations. However, previous studies and interviews with related parties
reveals that the reality does not function as much as it is "institutionalized”, and that the good
relationship between childcare centers and parents is formed by just the daily conversation between
caregivers and parents and the strong idea that parents directly raise children (Polder Mentality).
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