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In Amami Island, with main active people in a community, the community
network has been utilized through the neighborhood community associations or non-profit
organizations, and community social capital has been maintained or re-developed. Also, children have

been learning the traditional festivals, dances, and music, and formed the attachment to their
community, thus contributing the development of community social capital. Furthermore, the city
government or the board of education has provided the extra learning opportunities, developing
social capital that improves the educational environment. At the same time, such a dense social
capital could lead some young people to think that they don"t have to study hard as they can rely on
the community support. However, job opportunities are limited in the current situation in the
island, and more guidance and support are required so that they can obtain necessary qualification
and skills to enable them to keep working in the island.
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