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The first step of the study was to create a Japanese-language vocabulary
database of elementary-school textbooks. The vocabulary was subsequently analyzed to derive
important words to be learned in Japanese, science, social studies, and arithmetic. Next, a
Japanese-language vocabulary database was created from 50 children’ s books that are frequently lent

out by elementary-school libraries. The vocabulary of the children’ s books was then compared with
that of the textbooks. Furthermore, a survey was conducted to assess elementary-school students
understanding of key vocabulary.

The vocabulary of elementary-school newspapers was also surveyed and analyzed. The survey data from
textbooks, children’ s books, and elementary-school newspapers were then collected to clarify what
vocabulary is needed in elementary-school students’ school life and in their everyday life.
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