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In this research project, we carried out several case studies of Japanese
secondary school teachers who utilized classroom English-language proficiency benchmarks for their
lesson improvement and professional development. On the website, we explained the details of several

classroom English-language proficiency benchmarks and how to utilize them and reported the findings
of these practitioners’ case studies.
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This study aims to develop a low-stakes assessment tool to establish a classroom
English language benchmark that Japanese teachers of English can use for their own
professional development purposes. To start with, we describe the differences
between CLA (Classroom Language Assessment) in Hong Kong and the IDS (Integrative
Diagnostic Scale) 1in Japan with regard to agenda, characteristics, and
implementation. Then, we report findings made from both of these assessment types
and from a group discussion we had in order to clarify the rationale behind the

CLA experts’ assessment.
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