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Acquisition of theory of mind in children with autism spectrum disorder and
related factors

FUJINO, Hiroshi
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This study investigates the development of theory of mind in children with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and its related factors. The outcomes are as follows. (1) Children
with ASD read significantly less fiction books than typically developing children. Conversely, a
significant correlation was observed between the passing number of theory of mind tasks and number
of fiction books whose titles were recognized. This result suggests that the development of theory
of mind promotes interest in fiction books. (2) Children with ASD pass false-belief tasks until
fourth grade with the increase in verbal age. However, language ability is an insufficient factor
for passing such tasks. (3) In children with ASD, explicit false-belief task performance increases
with vocabulary; however, implicit false-belief task performance, which is measured by eye tracking,

evinces no change.
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