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Exploring Systematic English L2 Instruction for Elementary-level (L1 Japanese)
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This study examined the effect of introducing “ Jolly Phonics” (hereafter,
“ JP” ), a multi-sensory teaching method involving synthetic phonics, on the English reading
acquisition of elementary- and junior-high-level L1 Japanese children with “ cognitive bias” who
are also enrolled in regular classes. The results indicate that the group that learned letter-sound
correspondences through JP in elementary school showed a significantly larger increase in English
vocabulary task at the time of finishing junior high school than did those who did not receive JP
teaching. The results also suggest a positive impact on the development of phonological awareness in
Japanese, as well as in English, compared to those in corresponding age levels in the control
groups. All these findings support the effectiveness of teaching L1 Japanese elementary and {unior
high school learners with the JP method with regard to the acquisition of basic reading skills in
both English and Japanese.
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