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Development and guidance on the dual processing of mentalizing and the
metarepresentation in children with high functional autism spectrum disorder
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This research found out that the idiosyncratic development of the
meta-representation in children with autism spectrum disorder. Children with typical development at
5 years old can acquire the meta-representation on the basis of the two different representation on
the two different realities at 4 years old. However, children with autism spectrum disorder at
verbal mental age 5 years old can form both the meta-representation and the two different
representation on the two different realities.

In addition, Typical development children who cannot pass the false belief task at 4 and 5 years old
transform their answers into correct ones through being asked to confirm the successive condition,
although it is not true for children with autism spectrum disorder. It suggested the different
processes and contents of mentalizing between children with autism spectrum disorder and typical
development.
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