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Assessment of stuttering like disfluency and construction of clinical model
considering speech/language acquisition
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In this study, we conducted a phonological analysis of Japanese speaking
infants™ natural and conversational speech samples, and examined whether infants® speech
disfluencies are stuttering or non-stuttering, taking into account aspects of speech/language
development. The purpose of this study was to obtain basic data for use in differential diagnosis.
The subjects were 40 infants (18 boys, 22 girls) between the ages of 4 and 6, and their speech
disfluencies mainly included repetition and substitution. Speech disfluencies decreased with age,
and no gender differences were observed.

Most repetiton units are moras, and there were also repetitions of marked segmental elements (/s/,
/r/, /k/) that are acquired late and are difficult to manipulate the articulatory organs. Stuttering
like disfluencies occurred in 0-2% of syllable-based utterances.
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