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This research aims to investigate time variation of strong maser emission
associated with high-mass protostars, which are newly born stars more massive than 8 times the Solar
masses, through radio interferometer observations. In the first year of this study, an
international collaboration team Maser Monitoring Organization (M20) was established during an
international conference in Italy. As a result, maser flares in two sources, G358.93 and G24.33,
were successfully identified. In addition, detailed observational studies on well studied sources,
NGC6334 and S255, were also carried out. It is found that the maser flare could be caused by

luminosity increase due to mass accretion onto protostars, and that the accretion rate and timescale
show source-to-source differences.
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