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Study about the current situation of shrinking cities in Asian developing
countries and the applicability of the experiences in Japan
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This study aims to clarify the current situation (location, type,
background, challenges, and policy and planning responses to shrinking cities) of shrinking
(depopulating) cities in Asian developing countries and examines the adaptability of responses to
shrinking cities in Japan. The study was conducted in Thailand and China. As a result, it was found
that in Thailand, more than half of the cities have a declining population, and although urban
population decline is in full swing, local governments have little awareness of the crisis and have
taken few countermeasures. In China, about 1/3 of all cities are experiencing population decline,
and most of them are in an unbalanced situation where the population is decreasing but the urban
area is expanding.
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