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Impact of non-native reptiles on native ecosystems at the forefront of
distribution
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Japalura polygonata polygonata
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Comprehensive analyses were conducted on a non-native lizard, Japalura
polygonata polygonata. As a result, we were able to collect individuals in areas where its
distribution had not been previously recorded, and in January and February when temperatures were
low. These indicate that this species is expanding its distribution and inhabiting under
cooler-than-expected temperature. Stomach content analysis based on morphology identified 87
species. The most abundant was the Hymenoptera (mainly ants), indicating that ants are an important
food source for the lizard in this region. Sequencing analysis detected features of the orders
Coleoptera, Hymenoptera, Hemiptera, Polydesmida and Araneae.
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